
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday to Friday: 9:00am 
Saturday: 9:00 am and  4:30pm (Vigil)   
 
SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE  
8:00 am; 10:00 am and 12:00 Noon  
 
HOLY DAY SCHEDULE  
Holy Day at 9:00am  
 
CONFESSION/SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
Saturdays at 3:30PM 
Seasonal Penance Services during Advent and Lent  
 
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS  
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm  
Saturday & Sunday by appointment only 

Pastoral Staff  
The Very Rev. William F. Sweeney, Pastor 
Rev. James K. Cunningham, Associate   
Monsignor John J. Bracken (Retired)  Sunday Assistant 
Deacon Vincent LaGamba (Retired) 
Deacon Armand D’Accordo 
 

Parish Staff 
Mrs. Dorothy Brenna, Parish Secretary 
Mrs. Susan Gavigan, Parish Receptionist 
Mrs. Anne Marie Greene, Director of Religious Education 
Ms. Suzanne Blum, Religious Education Assistant  
Mr. Michael Fontana, Music Director 
 
Parish Contact Information: 
Parish Office/Rectory Phone:  718-634-6464 
Religious Education Office Phone:  718-945-6911 

 
 

Saint Francis De Sales Parish 
129-16 Rockaway Beach Blvd.          TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Belle Harbor, NY 11694                SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 



ST. FRANCIS DE SALES PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Francis de Sales, a parish steeped in tradition, rich in natural beauty and bountifully blessed with a community devoted in love to 
serve God and our neighbor. We seek to live actively the Word of God through the example of our patron saint, a life devoted to 
energetic, generous and constant fidelity to the will of God. Empowered by the Holy Spirit we will grow in our faith through continuous 
education, formation, communication, and out-reach, while passing these values on to our future generations. We endeavor to be a 
most vibrant community of faith which will effectively utilize the talents, resources, and treasures of our parish for the good of all God’s 
people. 
 
 
CARE OF THE SICK  
If there is an elderly, sick or infirm parishioner who wishes to 
receive Holy Communion or the Anointing of the Sick, please 
call the Parish Office.  
  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Communal Celebrations of the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick will take place the first Saturday of each Month at the 
9:00 AM Mass.  
  
BAPTISM  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Office to schedule an 
appointment with a priest or deacon to complete the Baptismal 
Registration Form. Parents are required to attend a Baptismal 
Instruction at 7:00pm on the First Thursday of the month. 
Baptisms are celebrated on the Second Sunday of the month at 
2:00pm.  
 
MARRIAGE  
Preparations for the Sacrament of Marriage are very important 
and take time. Couples planning to be married at Saint Francis 
De Sales are asked to contact the Parish Office no less than 
eight months prior to the wedding date. Please do not schedule 
the catering hall prior to making arrangements at the parish. 
Couples are required to attend the Pre-Cana Program of the 
Parish at least six months prior to the wedding.   
 
PARISH OFFERINGS 
Available in the Parish Rectory during office hours. 
Mass Stipend   $20 per Mass 
Bread & Wine for the week $50 
Candles for the week  $50 
Flowers for the week  $150 
 
Parish Website:              https://sfdsparish.org/ 
Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/sfdschurch 
 
“Never miss an opportunity to do good.” - St. Francis de Sales 
 
 

Parish Trustees 
Mrs. Kristin Franchock 
Mr. Michael Lee 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Mr. Thomas Allison 
Mr. Gregory Bender 
Mrs. Rebecca Carey 
Mrs. Brynn Heegan 
Mr. Joseph Keenan 
Mr. Dan Twomey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOIN US 

TO PRAY THE ROSARY 
The rosary is prayed 

every morning at 8:40AM 
before the 9:00AM Mass 

and every Monday at 
7:00PM  

in the church. 
 

Join us! 

St. Francis de Sales Catholic Academy 
219 Beach 129 Street 
Belle Harbor, NY 11694 
(718) 634-2775 
www.stfrancisacademybh.org 
 
Dr. Christopher Scharbach, Principal 
Mrs. Maureen Hayes, Assistant Principal 
Mrs. Danielle Farragher, Assistant Principal 
Ms. Helen Endall, School Secretary 

 

Parish Council 
Mrs. Meghan Flanagan, Co-Chair 
Mr. Timothy Henning, Co-Chair 
Mrs. Janice Ameruso 
Mrs. Noelle Hutton Burns 
Mrs. Claire Conti 
Mr. Mike Coughlin 
Mr. Joseph Courtney 
Mrs. Sarah Dwyer 
Mr. Joseph Featherston 
Mrs. Kristin Franchock 
Mr. Sean Fitzgerald 
Mrs. Chrystie Rasmussen 
 



SFDS PARISH MASS INTENTIONS 
For the week of September 21-28, 2025 
Sunday 
8:00 AM Frank Tammaro Sr. 
10:00 AM Barbara Friedman 

Barbara Herbert 
   Charles Meier 
   Gerry Forde 
   John Hugh Kowsky 
12:00 PM  Barbara and Matthew Fasone &  George  
  & Ruth Boggiano 
   Marianne Noonan & Mary Ann Duffy (A) 
   Marie Mangano 
   Rosemary McManus 
Monday 
9:00 AM John Powers 
  Marianne Noonan & Mary Ann Duffy (A) 
Tuesday 
9:00 AM James Costin 
  Joe Mingino 1st A 
  Martin S. Donlon and Family 
  Vincent Simeti 28th A 
Wednesday 
9:00 AM Grace O'Boyle (B) 
  James Curley 
  Thanks to St. Joseph 
Thursday 
9:00 AM Elizabeth Radday 
  Florence Manza (Birthday) 
  Michael Walsh (A) 
  Peggy and Walter Moran 
  Rod Walker 12th A 
  The McCrystal and Murphy Families 
Friday 
9:00 AM Nicole Jones 
Saturday 
9:00 AM Andy Kenny 
  Barbara Herbert 
4:30 PM Eileen McCool 
  Gladys Tarulli 
  Kathleen Bonner 
  Kiera Carlton 
  Louis and Marie Mackey 
  Marie Mangano 
  Marie, Jim & Larry McCrory & Helen &  
  William Gruner & Alice & Jack Lynch 
Sunday 
8:00 AM Charlie Meier 
10:00 AM  Catherine Kennedy 
   Daniel Shaughnessy 
   Deceased Members of the Foley,  
  Edwards, Burns and Brennan Families 
   John Leonard 
   Thomas Byrne 
12:00 PM  Bob Tyne 
   Gregory and Jamie Kolodziejczyk (B)  

Megan Boyle 
Phil McManus 
Salvatore Moscatt 

 

WEEKLY REMEMBRANCES: 
The Bread and Wine to be offered this week is 
in loving memory of:  Thomas and Bertha 
Howley 
 

Candles on the Altar are In Loving Memory of:  
Marie Mangano 
 
 

REST IN PEACE   
Please remember our parishioners who 
have recently gone to eternal rest.  May 
their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed through the mercy of Christ rest in 
peace. Mary O’Brian, Jim Benson and  
Michael O’Shaughnessy 

 
 

SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
Kindly remember in your prayers:  
Janine Cerrone Mary O’Melia   
Bill Henning   
 
 

PARISH 500 CLUB WINNERS: 
Congratulations to our winners this week: 
$100  #045  Bernice and Robert  Luhrs 
$50  #326  Jane McDade 
$25 #206  Joan Socha                                                    
 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF 9/21/25 
Sunday:  25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Catechetical Sunday 
Monday:   
Tuesday:  St. Pius of Pietrelcina 
Wednesday: 
Thursday: 
Friday:   Sts. Cosmas and Damian 
Saturday:  St. Vincent de Paul 
Next Sunday:  26th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

Priesthood Sunday 
 

 

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS – 9/21/25 
First Reading: The LORD has sworn by the pride of 
Jacob: Never will I forget a thing they have done! (Am 
8:7) 
 

Psalm: Praise the Lord who 
lifts up the poor. (Ps 113) 
 

Second Reading: There is also 
one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself as ransom for all. 
(1 Tm 2:5-6) 
 

Gospel: “No servant can serve 
two masters. He will either hate 
one and love the other, or be 
devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both 
God and mammon.” (Lk 16:13) 

Memory
In Loving



and friendship. 
 
 

MASS BOOK/MEMORIAL REMEMBRANCES  
 
NEW:  Announced masses are  now $20.00 per 
Mass. Our Masses are as follows: 9:00 AM Mass 
Monday through Saturday:  Masses for weekend are 
4:30 PM on Saturday evening, Sunday, 8:00 AM, 10:00 
AM and 12:00 Noon.  Thank you.   
 
Just a reminder that St. Francis de Sales Parish has the 
following memorials available in the rectory to 
remember a loved one or friend. 

U Bread & Wine for the week $50 
U Candles for the week  $50 
U Flowers for the week  $150 
U Annual Shrine Candles $350  (NEW) 

 
The Annual Shrine Candles are located in the shrines on 
each side of the church. The annual donation includes a 
personalized plate with the name(s) of your loved one, 
that will be placed in the shrines for one year.  
 
Please write separate checks for Masses and a separate 
for  Bread and Wine, Flowers and Candles.  We 
appreciate if you make out your list of Masses and any 
other request like Bread and Wine, etc., and drop it off 
at the rectory.  
 
 

SFDS GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP 
For anyone over the age of 18 
grieving the loss of a loved 
one, the SFDS grief share 
support group are meeting 

weekly on Tuesday nights through November 18, 
2025 from 7:00 – 8:30pm in the second floor meeting 
room of the SFDS Parish House. Please contact the 
Rectory for more information at 718-634-6464 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE: GRAYBEARDS BLOOD DRIVE 

St. Francis de Sales Gym 
Sunday, October 5th 
7:30 am to 1:30 PM 

ID is required. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The word "catechesis" means "to echo." Literally, 
we are to echo the good news of Jesus Christ  
to the world. This is not a suggestion; it is a 

command of our Lord. Some people are called  
and set apart in our communities as catechists, 

 those formally trained and charged with  
passing on the Gospel to children and adults, inside 

and outside of our communities.  
On Catechetical Sunday, we acknowledge them and 

remind ourselves of the need for formation and 
growth in all of us. To be a catechist is a privileged 

calling, and today be sure to say "thank you" to 
those in our parish community listed below. 

 
SFDS Catholic Academy Catechists: 

Christopher Scharbach - Maureen Hayes   
Danielle Farragher - Margaret Buckley 

 Joanna Bodnar - Marianne Caruso 
Danielle Gannon - Rosanna Connors  

Lauren Suglia - Jeannine Stathis - Judy Lindner 
Michele Surgot - Joanna Turck - Mary Conroy 

Karen Fabiszewski - Heather Killian 
Julianna Hansen - Molly Davies - Donna Varelakis 

Christina Troia - Kerry Colberg - Anne Forde 
Nancy Re - Laura Sullivan - Richard Diffendale  

Ann McMahon - Frank Tullo - Suellen Foti 
Marybeth McManus - Patricia Powers 

Randy Neiswenter - Lauren Nishi 
Carolina Moya - Carmella Nocco 

 
SFDS Religious Education Catechists: 

Anne Marie Greene – Suzanne Blum  
Patricia Gallagher - Janet Donohue  

Mary Anne Mackey - Chickie Luzino  
Eileen O'Callahan - Joyce Palese - Ann Dougherty 

James Otton - Joseph Marino - Barbara Last 
Kate Patterson - Susan England - Michael Sammon 

Patricia McVeigh - Judith O'Shea 
Regina Courtney - John Maiocco - John Verrengia 
James McKeon - Jean McKeon - LouAnn Maninno 

Ellen Moran - Maureen Smith – Gerri Haggerty 
 

Heavenly Father, we ask Your blessing upon all the 
catechists of St. Francis de Sales Parish as they 

begin this new academic year. May You grant them 
wisdom, patience, and joy as they share the faith 

and guide their students closer to You. 
 Strengthen them in their mission and reward their 

dedication with grace and peace. 
 

LIVE THE LITURGY WEEKLY INSPIRATION: 
 

No servant can serve two masters, and in his goodness, 
God gives us the ability to choose. Will we serve 
mammon, the riches of this world? Or will we seek true 
wealth, the kind that cannot be hoarded or wasted, but 
only given freely away?  © LPI 
 



 
SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES 
CATHOLIC ACADEMY UPDATE 
 

Dear St. Francis de Sales Parishioners,  
 

This Sunday’s Gospel presents us with the Parable of 
the Shrewd Manager, a story that at first seems 
puzzling. Jesus tells of a manager who, though 
dishonest, was praised for his cleverness in preparing 
for the future. The lesson is not that dishonesty is to be 
admired, but that we are called to act with the same 
foresight, urgency, and creativity when it comes to 
living as disciples of Christ.  
 
This message resonates deeply on Catechetical Sunday, 
when we celebrate those who hand on the gift of faith. 
Catechists, whether teachers in our academy, parents at 
home, or volunteers in our parish religious education 
program, are stewards of God’s Word. They use their 
talents and dedication to form young hearts and minds, 
guiding our children to know, love, and serve the Lord. 
Like the shrewd manager, catechists recognize the 
urgency of their mission: to prepare souls not only for 
life here on earth but for eternal life with God. We give 
thanks today for all who embrace this holy calling and 
invite everyone to see themselves as catechists in daily 
life, teaching by word and example. 
 
As a parish and school community, we too are called to 
act with wisdom and foresight in building up the Body 
of Christ. One of the ways we do this is by 
strengthening the bonds of friendship and faith among 
our alumni, families, and supporters. With that in mind, 
we are excited to share that tickets are selling quickly 
for our first-ever Alumni & Friends Dinner Dance on 
November 6th. Over 325 tickets have already been 
sold, and we anticipate a full sellout. These next few 
weeks are your last chance to purchase tickets, 
available at the school’s main office and through our 
website. Don’t miss this historic evening of celebration 
and community. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
St. Francis de Sales- Pray for Us! 
 

Christopher Scharbach, Ed.D. 
Principal 
St. Francis de Sales Catholic Academy 

 
 

 
PARISH MINISTRIES:  
 
Altar Servers:  Training for new altar servers occurs 
each year for young girls and boys in the parish, 
grade 4 and older.   
 

Youth Faith Formation: Designed for children 
aged 16 and younger that are baptized but did not 
make First Penance or First Holy Communion.    
Please speak with Mrs. Greene if interested.  
 

Lectors/Extraordinary Ministers of the 
Eucharist: If interested in serving, please speak with 
Father Jim.  
 

Adult and Children’s Choir:  If interested please 
speak with Mr. Michael Fontana 
 

Right of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):  
Designed for adults aged 16 in older interested in the 
Catholic Faith.  Please speak with Father Jim if 
interested. 
 

Parish Council: If interested in serving on the 
Parish Council, please speak with Father Bill. 
 

Sea Breeze Golden Age Club: Meets the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday from September to June in the SFDS 
Gymnasium from 12:00 – 3:00PM. For more 
information call Ellen Mendonca at 631-923-7866 
 

Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) Sports: 
For more information on the SFDS CYO 
Organization please visit: 
https://sfdsparish.org/ministries/cyo 
 

Live Streamers: This is the group that helps live 
stream our masses as well as certain funerals and 
weddings.  Help is needed.  You will be trained.   
 

Hospitality Ministry: This committee will assist 
with planning fellowship opportunities around parish 
spiritual events and religious celebrations.  If 
interested in joining please speak with Father Jim 
 
Bereavement:  Grief Share Support group for 
anyone over 18 grieving the loss of a loved one. For 
more information please contact the rectory. 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER GETTING INVOLVED!   
THANK YOU! 

MINISTRIES
SFDS PARISH



 

 
 

THE SHROUD OF TURIN PRESENTATION 
 
Biography of the Presenter: 
Sean became interested in the Shroud of Turin after seeing a presentation in high school in 1983. 
He has earned a Master's Degree in Religious Studies, and a Master's Degree in Theology (both 
from St Joseph's Seminary in Yonkers, NY.) He also has a Post-Graduate Certificate in Shroud 
Studies from the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum in Rome. Sean works full-time 
as Director of Ministry Consulting at the Augustine Institute, and lives in Highland, NY. He 
has 5 children and he and his wife, Dawn, have been married for 34 years. 
 
Scope and Content of Presentation: 

• Title: "The Shroud of Turin - The Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus." 
• This slide presentation and lecture is a Catholic-focused discussion using scripture, tradition, 

 history, and science, with an emphasis on how the Shroud is a reflection of the Gospels. 
• The presentation takes about 90 minutes, and then questions are welcomed. 

PLEASE JOIN US!  BRING A FRIEND! 

 



PLEASE KEEP OUR BRAVE MEN AND 
WOMEN IN YOUR PRAYERS, ESPECIALLY: 

  

United States Army 
U Major Thomas Boggiano 
U Major Casey Fay 
U Capt. Alek Kauffman 
U 2nd Lt. Molly Murtaugh, USMA, West Point 
U Sergeant First Class Patrick O’Leary 
U 1st Lt. Aidan Smith 
U CW4 Rafael Solis 
U Cadet Megan Youngberg, USMA, West Point 

 

United States Marine Corps 
U Second Lieutenant Jack Bambury 
U Lt. 2nd Grade, Connor Bradwisch 
U Colonel J.P. Kearns 
U PFC Randy Scott Koenig Jr. 
U Corporal Frankie McVeigh 
U LNCPL Joseph Milone 
U PFC Jake Morales 
U Colonel Brian Mulvihill 
U Captain Terence J. Stackpole 
U Pvt. Matthew Sweeny 
U CPL Charles Watson 

 

United States Navy 
U Midshipman Grace Bradwisch, Univ. of Tampa 
U Lieutenant Commander Sean Casey 
U Midshipman Sean Donohue, USNA Annapolis 
U Midshipman Lauren Endall, Virginia Tech 
U Senior Chief Petty Officer Evan Felvey 
U Chief Petty Officer Thomas Pulkowski 
U Lieutenant John Scaccia 
U Midshipman Michael Strehle, USNA Annapolis 
U LT. JG Kevin Strehle  
U Midshipman Finn Zam, USNA Annapolis 
 

United States Air Force 
U Cadet Catherine Dean, USAFA, Colorado Springs 
U 2nd Lt.  John Glynn 
U Captain Thomas Glynn 
U Sergeant Stephen Pulkowski 
 

United States Coast Guard 
U Seaman Pat Ayrovainen 
U 3rd Class Boatswain, Billy McDonnell 
U Seaman Recruit Ryan Wodzanowski 

 

 “Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands. 
Protect them as they protect us. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.  Amen.”   
 

If you have a child, relative or friend in the 
military, whose name and service you would like 
included in our bulletin, please contact the 
rectory at 718-634-6464.  Also, if your loved one’s 
military service status or rank changes, please let 
us know. Thank You! 

SFDS BROADWAY TRIP TO MAMMA MIA! 
Father Jim Cunningham will be 
organizing a group bus trip to see 
Mamma Mia on Broadway.  
MAMMA MIA! is returning to 
Broadway for a limited 6-month 
engagement. The story-telling magic 
of ABBA’s timeless songs propels 
this enchanting tale of love, laughter 
and friendship, creating an 
unforgettable show. A large cast, 
non-stop laughs and explosive dance 

numbers combine to make Mamma Mia! a smash hit! 
A mother. A daughter. Three possible dads. And a 
trip down the aisle you’ll never forget! 

Date: NEXT Sunday, September 28, 2025 
6:00PM Show 

The Bus will depart SFDS at 3:30PM. The total price 
for tickets and coach bus will be $225 per person. 
Tickets cannot be sold without the bus.  A fun 
excursion for the Fall.  Please stop by or call the 
rectory at 718-634-6464 to reserve your spot.  Make 
your reservations today!  
 

 
 



 



Welcome! 
We extend an extra warm welcome 
to those parishioners with special 

needs.   St. Francis de Sales Parish is 
committed to providing a safe and 
secure environment for people who 

attend mass and participate in 
parish activities, including those 

who use assistance animals. 
 

 

Home Bound ? 
If anyone would like to receive the 

sacraments (Confession, Anointing of the 
Sick or Holy Communion) please call the 

rectory  at 718-634-6464 to make an 
appointment.  Thank You 

 
DIOCESAN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 2025 
The annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary celebration 
will take place THIS Saturday, September 27, 2025 at 
Holy Family Church located at 175-20 74th Ave, 
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366.The Wedding Anniversary 
Mass will begin promptly at 11:00 AM.  Special 
recognition will be given to couples who are celebrating 
their 25th, 50th, and 75th Anniversary. All registered 
couples will receive a personalized certificate and those 
couples in attendance will have their picture taken with 
the Bishop. fee is $35 per couple. Registration closes on 
September 9, 2025.  Please contact the Rectory for 
more at 718-634-6464 to register.  Thank You 
 

St. John's Residence Play Yard - Open House / 
Fundraiser will be held on Thursday, September 25 
from 7:00 – 9:00PM at the Belle Harbor Yacht Club. 
Event to discuss the development of a Play Yard for St. 
John's Residence (basketball court, outdoor classrooms, 
garden and more).  Come join us and become part of 
this special event and enjoy music, food, and beverages 
on us. 



 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Read the Gospel of the week and color the image.

CYCLE C
Fit this Gospel message into the empty squares:

Ask your parents to tell you ways that they 
choose to be honest with their work, their 
money, and with God.

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  •  Luke 16:1-13


